KEDAR NATH AND BADRI NARAYAN.

If any man doubts that Hinduism is the romance
of India let him make pilgrimage to the Himalayas
and judge for himself. The famous shrines of Kedar
Nath and Badri Narayan are like the cathedral cities
of two remote northern diocese upon which has
broken for the last two thousand years the tidal wave
of every great spiritual movement in Indian history.
Usually a little late.   For the Himalayas have not
been central. They have been receptive, not crea-
tive. The forces that have overswept them have all
originated elsewhere. But sooner or later they have
arrived. Sooner or later they have made their im-
press.   Till to-day, anyone who has thoroughly
studied the country between Hardwar, Kedar Nath,
Badri Narayan and Kathgodam, cannot fail to know
the story of his nations past, at least in so far as
that of her thought can make it clear.

For while religion and philosophy are not the
whole of the national life of India, they are un-
doubtedly the key to that life. Hinduism gives a
continuous precipitate as it were, from Indian history.
It is a stratified deposit, and each period of advanc-
ing thought has made its own contribution to the
series. The two last and most important are repre-
sented by the Saivism of Kedar Nath and the